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 A Message from Partnership 

President Steve Parrott   
  
One of the benefits of leading a local 
education non-profit such as Wake 
Education Partnership is the opportunity I 
have to speak to business leaders, 
educators, elected officials and parents 
about Who We Are and What We Do.  
Clearly, our focus is on ensuring Wake 
County students have EVERY opportunity 
to succeed academically and are prepared 
for the demands of a global society. 
  
Recently, I had the opportunity to speak 
before the NC Executive Roundtable about 
the work of the Partnership and I received 
a very nice note from one of the 
attendees.  I was especially moved by the 
following excerpt: 
  
"I want to thank you for sharing your 
story and the message of Wake Education 
Partnership yesterday at the North 
Carolina Executive Roundtable luncheon. 
 I grew up in Louisiana and am a product 
of the public school system in Lafayette 
parish and later at the Louisiana School 
for Math, Science, and the Arts.  My father 
is a United Methodist minister, and has 
made it a part of his ministry at every 
stop to do what he can to support and 
strengthen the local public schools.  Your 
passion and purpose resonate with that 
part of my story.  While Louisiana tends to 
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rank near the bottom of all the education 
rankings I was fortunate to be able to 
attend some of the strongest schools in 
the state which prepared me for my 
undergraduate education at Duke 
University."   
  
The writer went on to use the analogy of 
coal and diamonds to describe our 
responsibility as leaders to support the 
transformation of our most important 
asset, our children, into tomorrow's 
diamonds. 
  
Our students must be adequately 
prepared for college, career and 
citizenship -- and we at the Partnership 
appreciate the investments made by our 
business partners and individuals to 
support that  transformation.  
  
C. Steve Parrott 
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Upcoming Events 

   
  

Save the Date!  
2012 Education Summit 

  
October 25, 2012 

   
The Partnership will host our 2012 
Education Summit at Cary Embassy Suites 
on October 25, 2012 from 7:30 - 10:00 
a.m.  Our topic is: Why the Common Core 
Makes Common Sense - Preparing 21st 
Century Students for College and Career 
Success.   
Please mark your calendars - registration 
information is coming soon! 
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Guest Columnist  
  

Chris Bell  
Commercial Banking Manager 

Central Carolina Region 
SunTrust 

  

 

Chris Bell 

  
After five years on the board of Wake 
Education Partnership, three of those on 
the Executive Committee, it is a 
tremendous honor for me to be the 
incoming Board Chair for the 2012-2013 
fiscal year. This is true professionally, as 
SunTrust's City President for Raleigh, and 
personally, as a parent of two Wake 
County public school children. 
  
SunTrust's "Live Solid" motto similarly 
directs us, as representatives of our 
company and as individuals, to put our 
time and efforts toward the greater good. 
  
My SunTrust teammates bring our 
promise to life every day of "Helping 
People and Institutions Prosper" by 
donating thousands of community service 
hours annually through our "Solid Gives 
Back" program. 
  
We take seriously the importance of our 
role as good corporate citizens. The 
SunTrust Foundation provides hundreds of 
thousands of dollars annually in grants to 
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Our Cornerstone Investors   
  
The following have invested in the work of 
the Partnership at $10,000 and above. 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank them and want you to know 
who they are.   

  
AT&T 

Bank of America 
BB&T 

Biogen Idec Foundation 
Capitol Broadcasting Company 

GlaxoSmithKline 
Golden Corral 

Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce 
IBM 

Lifetouch 
MMI Public Relations  

 News & Observer 
Progress Energy 

PNC Bank 
Rex Healthcare 

SAS 
SunTrust Bank  

Time Warner Cable 
Wells Fargo 
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Partnership Connections  

  
Wake Education Partnership is pleased to 
work with local businesses, the school 
system and a wide variety of groups in 
different ways that focus on the education 
of children and their families. Below are 
some recent highlights and a thank you 
to:    

• Marcia Ferreira at Morrisville 
Elementary for inviting the 
Partnership to tour the new science 
lab funded by a Teacher Leadership 
Grant.  We enjoyed interacting with 
students and seeing the excitement 
they have about learning science! 

• Jayson Boyers, National Division 

Central Carolina non-profit organizations 
in educational, cultural and civic arenas, 
including Wake Education Partnership. A 
matching grant program also ensures that 
our teammates' charitable contributions 
go farther.  
  
We choose to invest in Wake Ed because 
this organization understands that a 
public school system that gives students 
the skills they need to succeed is 
fundamental to Wake County's economic 
vitality. By striving toward the creation of 
a world-class school system for more (and 
more diverse) students every year, Wake 
Ed helps to build a state-of-the-art 
workforce and drive economic growth in 
the Triangle, throughout our region, and 
throughout our nation. 
  
In this way, Wake Education Partnership 
serves not just our public students, but 
the larger vision of who we want to see 
them become. 
  
Chris Bell  
  
Commercial Banking Manager 
Central Carolina Region 
SunTrust 

-------------------------------------- 
  
  
    

In Their Words  
 Why The Partnership Matters 

  
From time to time, people will graciously 
drop us a line telling us why the 
Partnership matters to them. For those of 
you who have done so, many thanks. 
   
To get a fuller idea of what it is we do, we 
encourage you to visit our site where you 
can learn more about our work with Wake 
County's schools.  
  
Don't be shy. Send us an email letting us 
know why the Partnership's work matters 
to you. We sincerely appreciate the 
support.  
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President for The Chef's Academy, 
for joining Partnership President 
Steve Parrott and representatives 
from Brier Creek Elementary 
School to initiate planning and 
development for a community 
garden project and a program to 
promote healthy living and 
nutrition. 

• WRAL anchor David Crabtree for 
inviting the Partnership to join 
school board Chair Kevin Hill and 
board member Deborah Prickett on 
the public affairs program "On the 
Record." The discussion can be 
viewed at this link. 

• Larry Lytle, President of the NC 
Executive Roundtable, for inviting 
Partnership President Steve Parrott 
to speak at a recent luncheon 
meeting of 25 business executives 
about who we are, what we do and 
the role of the business community 
in education. 

• The community groups of Read and 
Feed, Reach Out and 
Read, Knightdale 100, East Wake 
Education Foundation,  Knightdale 
Mayor Russell Killen and others for 
coming together to discuss a 
literacy initiative in eastern Wake 
County. We look forward to the 
results of the initial meeting. 

  
Working with and representing the 
business community in a wide range of 
activities is part of Who We Are and What 
We Do. It gives us an opportunity to learn 
more about the needs of the district and 
to make sure the perspectives of local 
businesses are well represented in 
discussions at all levels. We thank you for 
supporting an organization that can carry 
out this work. 
  
  

  
 

  
"The funds from the Wake Education 
Partnership grant have allowed the 
teachers at East Wake Middle School to 
have additional professional resources 
that build their knowledge of targeted 
literacy strategies. Teachers now have a 
professional book full of strategies to 
assist them in lesson planning, as well as 
immediate, hands-on tools. Our students 
benefit greatly from the targeted 
professional development the grant has 
afforded. Because lesson plans use more 
effective strategies and use time more 
efficiently, students learn material better 
and time is allotted for activities which 
deepen understanding of the concepts."  

  
Stephanie Harris 
Secondary Literacy Coach 
NBCT in Literacy 
  

  
-------------------------------------- 

   
  In Context  

  
An independent review of school issues 

for business leaders, elected officials and 
the education community in Wake 

County.   
   

Provided free by Wake Education 
Partnership 

  
 Read / Subscribe    
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By the numbers... 
A measure of Wake County schools 

   
A school year that begins in July will probably never feel quite right to some people, 
but it has been the beginning of the year-round school calendar for more than 20 
years in Wake County -- and isn't going away anytime soon. So with that in mind, here 
is a look at some of the key school building numbers for 2012-2013. 
   
151,000: Projected enrollment for the coming year. That's an increase of more than 
4,000 students compared to the beginning of last year. 
  
26,000: The number of students arriving July 9 to open the year-round school 
calendar for tracks one, two and three. The staggered schedule will hit its stride July 
30 when track four begins and track three takes its first three-week break.   
   
169: The of number of schools scheduled to open in 2012-2013. The breakdown 
among schools with traditional grade spans is 105 elementary schools; 33 middle 
schools and  25 high schools.  
   
50: The number of schools using a year-round calendar in Wake, although not all 
schools use four separate tracks. 
  
31: The number of traditional magnet school programs in Wake County. If you count 
the district's two early college programs (and the magnet office does) the number gets 
bumped to 33. 
  
20: The number of schools that are part of the STEM Schools Collaborative 
Network emphasizing Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. 
  
15: The number of schools that are part of the district's Global Schools 
Network promoting and supporting global education themes. 
  
2: New single-gender leadership academies that are part of the district's special 
program offerings. 
  
1: The link you probably want to see the most showing all the school calendars for 
2012-2013. Plan accordingly!  
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Please contact our staff at 821.7609 if you have any questions about our work or if you 
wish to find out how you can invest in public education through the Partnership. If you 
like what you see here or at our web site, please encourage your friends and 
colleagues to join our mailing list. It costs nothing to receive Partnership materials. 
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