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 A Message From Partnership   

President Steve Parrott 
   
As I write this month's column, I want to 
share some exciting news from Wake 
Education Partnership regarding our 
Teacher Leadership Grants program. 
  
We recently received a call from an 
individual representing a family in 
Johnston County whose precious son Kirby 
was diagnosed in 2005 at the age of 2 
with autism. Since his diagnosis, Kirby has 
made excellent progress and the family is 
excited and amazed at his development. 
  
In 2007, the family held their first annual 
golf tournament to raise money to support 
others with autism and to honor the 
progress their son had made.  In the 
past five years, the tournament has raised 
more than $100,000. 
  
Having heard of our teacher grants 
program targeted to instructional 
innovation and professional learning 
teams, the family wished to invest 50 
percent of the annual tournament 
proceeds with the Partnership. We are 
pleased to create a new grant category 
for teachers who work with children 
with autism. 
  
The remaining 50 percent of the 
tournament proceeds will be invested in 
similar grants in Johnston County.  I want 
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to personally thank the Roberson family 
for their investment in these very special 
teachers and some very amazing 
students. 
  
Before ending this month's column, I 
would also like to leave you with the 
following. It comes from a great article I 
read recently by  the teen writers at New 
Youth Connections magazine titled "10 
Pieces of Advice from Students for 
Teachers."  
  
The teens sat down to share their best 
learning experiences and found common 
ground in "What Makes A Great Teacher?"  
Here's their advice:  
  
1. Be pushy - I need to strive to do better. 
2. Make the lesson relevant to our lives. 
3. Be relatable, but please don't say "It's 
time to dip ya'll" - teachers shouldn't act 
like students. 
4. Teach us with words, sights and 
sounds. 
5. Be consistent and firm. 
6. Believe in us - believe in all students. 
7. Explain, explain, explain. 
8. Use our time wisely. 
9. Have clear objectives, clearly 
communicated - I like when a teacher is in 
control, prepared and ready to teach. 
10. Be a good example - It's important to 
have mentor that others look up to. 
  
Teaching viewed from the student's 
perspective.  Interesting concept!! 
  
- Steve 

 
 ---------------------------------------  

  

  
 2012-2013 Grant Applications 

 Available Now! 
  
The Partnership is offering two types of 
Teacher Leadership Grants for the 2012-

 
  

 

Rodney Gaddy 

  
Progress Energy has called Wake County 
home for more than a century. We are 
proud to live and work in this community, 
and we believe that education and the 
arts are important to the economic and 
cultural vitality of the communities we 
serve.  
  
The energy landscape is changing and 
requires employees who can think 
creatively and work collaboratively to 
address complex challenges. Electric 
utilities today are tasked with maintaining 
reliable service and affordable rates for 
customers, while addressing the 
challenges of global climate change, 
demand growth and the desire among 
customers for increased energy 
independence.  
  
Cultivating the energy workforce of the 
future begins with investments in our 
local schools. Introducing energy concepts 
and related skills to students early in their 
education, and helping them to master 
core skills such as science, technology, 
engineering and math, is crucial to 
developing the energy workforce of 
tomorrow.  
  
We also believe in the role that the arts 
can play in a student's development. 
Vibrant arts programs in our schools not 
only fire the imagination and provide 
creative outlets, they can also help 
students to be successful across their 
academic experience.  
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2013 school year. Online applications 
are available now at our web site. 
    
PROFESSIONAL LEARNING TEAM 
GRANTS: These grants provide support 
for new or existing professional learning 
teams and their efforts to target student 
achievement. 
  
Professional Learning Team grants will be 
available in amounts up to $5,000 for 
school-wide teams or up to $2,500 for 
grade-level or subject-area teams. 
  
INNOVATIVE INSTRUCTION GRANTS: 
These grants encourage and provide 
support for innovative approaches to 
instruction for teachers and/or teams.  
Three categories are available: 
  
● General - open to any content area.  
● Science - target science achievement 
and science content.  
● Health and Nutrition - target nutrition, 
health, and wellness.  
● Exceptional Children with Autism - 
target children with autism - NEW 
CATEGORY  
  
Innovative Instruction grants will be 
available in amounts to $1,000 for an 
individual teacher application, or $2,500 
for grade-level of subject-area teams. 

 _____  
  
Teacher Leadership Grants are open to all 
Wake County public school teachers, 
teachers' assistants, school psychologists 
or counselors, social workers, IRTs and 
media specialists. Recipients will be 
notified in May 2012 and will receive 
funding at the beginning of the 2012-2013 
school year to implement their grants.  
  
You can support Teacher Leadership 
Grants with an investment in this 
program.  For more information or to learn 
more, email Julie Crain or contact her at 
821-7609. 
  
  

  
Progress Energy is proud to support 
education and the arts in the communities 
we serve. We provide support for K-12 
education foundations throughout our 
service area. And we support workforce 
development for the energy industry 
through grants to targeted universities 
and community colleges in the Carolinas 
and Florida. Our support of the Wake 
Education Partnership and Pieces of Gold 
is an extension of that commitment.  
  
We are not only your electric utility. We 
are your neighbors as well, and our 
employees play an active role in your 
community. Our shared success depends 
on helping our students become 
successful in the classroom. Progress 
Energy is proud to support the Wake 
Education Partnership. Together, we are 
working to provide opportunities for a 
quality education for all students.  
  
An investment in our students is an 
investment in our community, our 
industry and our future.  

------------------------------------  
In Their Words  

 Why The Partnership Matters 

  
From time to time, people will graciously 
drop us a line telling us why the 
Partnership matters to them. For those of 
you who have done so, many thanks. 
   
To get a fuller idea of what it is we do, we 
encourage you to visit our site where you 
can learn more about our work with Wake 
County's schools.  
  
Don't be shy. Send us an email letting us 
know why the Partnership's work matters 
to you. We sincerely appreciate the 
support.  
  
"The funding we have received from the 
Teacher Leadership Grant is allowing us to 
provide activities and labs that promote 
inquiry driven learning. With this funding, 
our students will be able to explore their 
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  ---------------------------------- 

  

Upcoming Events 
  
    

NC Science Festival  
 

 April 13 - 29, 2012 
   
The North Carolina Science Festival is a 
multi-day statewide celebration 
showcasing science and technology.  
 
The Festival highlights the educational, 
cultural and financial impact of science in 
our state. Through hands-on activities, 
science talks, lab tours, nature 
experiences, exhibits and performances, 
the Festival engages a wide range of 
public audiences while inspiring future 
generations. 
 
A full calendar of events across the state 
is available. 
  
  

NC CAP Youth STEM Summit 
  

 April 28, 2012   10 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
  
 NC Center for Afterschool Programs (NC 
CAP) is partnering with the NC Museum of 
Natural Sciences to host a statewide Youth 
STEM Summit to empower and inspire 
youth from across the state to return to 
their communities and develop STEM 
projects that involve strong museum, 
school, and community partnerships.  
  
Participants will have the opportunity to 
connect with college-aged community 
mentors and apprenticeship opportunities, 

own questions about motion and, more 
importantly, we hope it will get them 
excited about learning and doing science 
in the process as well."  
  
Samuel R. Wheeler 
Physics Teacher - NBCT 
Presidential Awardee for Excellence 
in Math & Science Teaching 
NASA (NEAT) Educator Astronaut 
Teacher 
Enloe Magnet High School 
  

-------------------------------------- 

Partnership Connections   
  

Wake Education Partnership is pleased to 
work not only with local businesses and 
the school system, but also with a wide 
variety of groups focused on children and 
their families. 
  
Below are a few highlights from our work 
in the community.   

• Take a moment to check our new 
web page offering photos and 
observations from six Millbrook 
High School students now studying 
at the Beijing Royal School in 
China. Thanks to your support, the 
Partnership  
helped pay for some of the 
students' travel expenses for the 
academic year. The page will be 
updated regularly as the students 
continue to send us their photos 
and impressions of Beijing. 

• The Partnership was pleased to 
present an update on the Common 
Core State Standards Initiative to 
the Education Committee of the 
Cary Chamber of Commerce. The 
presentation followed the release 
of a special edition of In Context 
that focused solely on expected  
classroom changes required by the 
new Common Core and Essential 
Standards.  

• A special thank you to those 
involved in the LEGO Education 
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and will gain resources for forging more of 
these connections in the future.  
  
The Youth STEM Summit will be part of 
the Grand Opening of the Museum's 
Nature Research Center as well as part of 
the NC Science Festival. 
  
  
Sanderson High School Academy 

of Finance - 2012 Spring Golf 
Classic 

  
 April 30, 2012 

  
The Academy of Finance began at 
Sanderson High School in 1995.  It is the 
only academy of its type in Wake County.  
The program introduces students to broad 
career opportunities in the financial 
services industry and equips them to 
make sound choices for their future.  
For registration and sponsorship 
information, contact Dwight Findlay, 
Director of the Academy of Finance at 
919.881.4818 or dfindlay@wcpss.net. 
  
Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce: 

2012 Education Summit 
  

 June 7, 2012 
  

More information forthcoming: please hold 
the date!  

  
--------------------------------------- 

  
  

Our Cornerstone Investors   
  
The following have invested in the work of 
the Partnership at $10,000 and above. 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank them and want you to know 
who they are.   

  
AT&T 

Bank of America 
BB&T 

Biogen Idec Foundation 
Capitol Broadcasting Company 

GlaxoSmithKline 

demonstration this week at A.B. 
Combs Elementary school. The 
event marked the announcement 
of two separate $40,000 grants 
that will provide six schools with 
LEGO bricks and software to help 
students apply classroom 
knowledge in structured projects. 
The event featured students 
demonstrating creative lessons 
using LEGO's signature bricks and 
learning software on 20 new 
computers donated by Lenovo to 
help launch the program. 

• Congratulations again to the 
schools involved in the 2012 Pieces 
of Gold and Gifts of Gold 
presentations. A special thank 
you to the principals who attended 
a pre-show reception with school 
leaders, business leaders and 
school board members. We were 
pleased to have the opportunity to 
honor you and the creative work 
done at your schools. 

• Thank you to the students 
of Barbara Watkins and Janet Pride 
at Combs Elementary who invited 
Partnership President Steve Parrott 
and Vice President of Programs 
Julie Crain to read with them to 
celebrate Read Across America 
Day. 

•  Working with a wide range of 
groups is part of Who We Are and 
What We Do, giving us us an 
opportunity to learn more about 
the needs of the district and to 
make sure the perspectives of 
local businesses are well 
represented in discussions at all 
levels.  

  
-------------------------------- 

In Context  
   

An independent review of school issues 
for business leaders, elected officials and 
the education community in Wake 
County.  
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Golden Corral 
Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce 

 Lifetouch 
MMI Public Relations  

 News & Observer 
Progress Energy 

PNC Bank 
Rex Healthcare 

SAS 
SunTrust Bank  

Time Warner Cable 
Wells Fargo 
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By the numbers... 

  
A measure of Wake County schools    

  
The superintendent's proposed budget for 2012-2013 is now being discussed by the 
school board with the first public hearing set for April 10. Online comments can 
be posted  any time. The full budget can be found here, but many issues related 
to spending start with a breakdown of where the money comes from and how it 
compares to last year. The chart below offers a summary: 
  

  2011-2012 per pupil 2012-2013 per pupil 
(proposed) 

State appropriation $4,947 $4,898 
County appropriation $2,056 $2,064 
Federal appropriation  $994 $757 
Subtotal of tax dollars $7,997 $7,719 
Enterprise (self-sustaining programs) $265 $262 
Fund balance appropriation $112 $193 
Other local (fees, etc) $59 $45 
Local current expense adjustments $39 $36 
Total $8,472 $8,255 
Total operating budget $1,254,611,915 $1,254,690,018 
Enrollment 146,657 150,418 
Note: The total operating budget divided by enrollment does not equal per pupil spending due to 
the way charter schools are funded by the state. 
  
Source: Wake County Public Schools budgets 

  
  

Please contact our staff at 821.7609 if you have any questions about our work or if 
you wish to find out how you can invest in public education through the Partnership. If 
you like what you see here or at our web site, please encourage your friends and 
colleagues to join our mailing list. It costs nothing to receive Partnership materials. 
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