
 
  Wake Education Partnership  
  
Monthly Newsletter 
  
May 2012 
                                                          

 

 

 

  
  

 A Message from our President  
Steve Parrott   

  
The month of May was exciting for Wake 
Education Partnership.  On May 8, the 
staff and I participated in an all day social 
media workshop at IBM's headquarters in 
Research Triangle Park thanks to a Social 
Media Strategy Grant from the company. 
  
IBM specialists from Houston and Atlanta 
conducted the workshop where we 
received training on effective social media 
tools for non-profits, identified our 
audiences and targeted the best channel 
for engaging these audiences in the work 
of the Partnership.  IBM also performed a 
comprehensive review of our current 
social media channels (website, Facebook 
and LinkedIn) and provided recommended 
enhancements.  We hope you will enjoy 
the improvements we're making to better 
connect and engage with the Wake County 
community. 
  
On May 23, Duke Raleigh Hospital hosted 
a reception for the 34 recipients of the 
Partnership's 2012 Teacher Leadership 
Grants.  Also in attendance were School 
Board members Kevin Hill and Susan 
Evans, Superintendent Tony Tata, 
members of the WCPSS leadership team 
and business leaders from our Board of 
Directors. 
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Two years ago, the Partnership 
awarded grants totaling $20,000, last year 
the amount grew to $41,000 and this year 
we were able to award grants totaling 
$80,000.  Our investors clearly see the 
value in helping teachers pursue 
innovative classroom instructional 
methods and professional learning teams 
focused on creating opportunities for our 
students to excel academically. 
  
On a related note, Julie Crain, VP of 
Programs for the Partnership, has been 
invited by the U.S. Department of 
Education to serve as an expert reviewer 
for the fiscal year 2012 competition for 
the Teacher Incentive Fund program. 
  
On May 31, the Partnership held its annual 
joint meeting of the Board of Directors 
and Leadership Council members. 
Attendees heard from Superintendent 
Tony Tata on "The State of our Schools in 
Wake County." His remarks focused on 
academic improvement for all students 
and the steps being taken to deliver high-
performing schools. 
  
The Partnership board also approved our 
strategic plan and operating budget 
for FY2013 and elected four new members 
to the Board for the 2015 cohort: 
  
Jayson Boyers - The Chef's Academy 
Rita Jerman - Wake Tech 
Andrew Krieman - Allscripts 
Pamela Young - WakeMed 
  
As the traditional calendar schools 
approach the end of their school year, 
please join me in expressing appreciation 
to all of our educators for their tireless 
work and our continuing support for all 
students in Wake County as they strive for 
academic and personal success.  The 
Partnership is proud of the role our 
business community is playing in setting 
high expectations for student development 
while investing financial and human 
resources to enable success. 

  

Regional Vice President of 
Operations 

Time Warner Cable 

   

 

Darrel Hegar 

  

At Time Warner Cable, there is no such 
thing as a low-tech job.  From the 
engineers who create our new products to 
customer care representatives 
troubleshooting our equipment by phone 
to our sales staff explaining our latest 
technology to clients... science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM) 
play key roles in every position at every 
level. 

That is why investing in education is so 
vital to our company.  Not only for our 
future workforce but for the health and 
well-being of the communities we serve.  
We are in constant hiring mode, yet we 
reject  1/3 of all applicants before they 
get to an interview because they cannot 
pass a basic computer literacy test.   

Time Warner Cable's $100 million 
philanthropic initiative, Connect a Million 
Minds (CAMM) hopes to prepare our 
children and close those gaps.  The goal 
of CAMM is to get middle school students 
excited about STEM through hands-on 
learning opportunities so they will 
become the problem solvers of tomorrow.  

We know that STEM proficiency will only 
become more important to the success of 
U.S. youth. Workforce projections for 
2014 show that 15 of the 20 fastest 
growing occupations require significant 
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Wake County public school teachers in 30 
schools will be awarded more 
than $80,000 in classroom grants for the 
coming year thanks to local business 
investments in Wake Education 
Partnership. 
  
Teacher Leadership Grants for 2012-2013 
were made possible by Ethicon, Food Lion, 
Quintiles, LORD Corporation, the Carolina 
Hurricanes Kids 'N Community Foundation, 
GlaxoSmithKline, and Biogen Idec 
Foundation. In addition, a local 
organization known as "Hit it Far for 
Kirby" provided $9,000 to support 
classroom instruction for students with 
autism. 
  
The Partnership awarded 34 grants to 
individuals and teaching teams under the 
categories of Innovative Instruction and 
Professional Learning Communities. Within 
those broad categories, the grants were 
focused on science initiatives, health and 
nutrition, autism and general instruction. 
The grants ranged from $1,500 to $5,000 
each. 
  
Winning entries among this year's 
proposals ranged from a project that 
places algebra lessons on iPads to using 
QR Codes to access video book talks 
created by students. Abstracts of all 
winning entries are posted online.  
  
Teacher Leadership Grants is one of the 
Partnership's longest-running programs, 
allowing the business community to invest 
hundreds of thousands of dollars into the 
classroom the past 29 years. 
  
Grant applications were reviewed by a 
committee of volunteers from Wake 
County's business leaders and educators. 
Criteria included the sustainability of a 
program, contributions to professional 

science or mathematics training to 
successfully compete for a job. Eighty 
percent of jobs created in the next 
decade will require some form of math 
and science skills. 

Unfortunately, as a nation we are not 
adequately preparing today's students to 
successfully compete for those jobs in 
what is now a global marketplace.  In 
science, U.S. eighth-graders are 
outperformed by eighth-grade students in 
Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Republic of 
Korea, Hong Kong SAR, Estonia, Japan, 
Hungary, and Netherlands. The numbers 
are even worse for mathematics, with our 
students being outperformed by their 
peers in 14 other countries.  

These sobering statistics are one reason 
President Obama helped launch the 
Change the Equation coalition to help 
address the need for further STEM 
education. Our CEO, Glenn Britt is part of 
this effort to bring business leaders 
together who commit to offering high 
quality STEM learning opportunities to 
students. 

No single organization can tackle the 
STEM crisis alone.  By investing in the 
Wake Education Partnership, Time 
Warner Cable is supporting excellence in 
education and the must-have 
collaborative effort between business and 
education to provide our students the 
skills they need to contribute locally and 
globally. 

One of Time Warner Cable's core values is 
Community and we believe the work of 
the Wake Education Partnership 
contributes to the success of Wake 
County.  And there is no question a 
healthy, vibrant community helps 
businesses thrive and our students 
succeed.  

  
--------------------------------- 
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development and improved student 
achievement. Winners were announced in 
this news release. 
  
Many thanks to all who participated as 
teachers and sponsors. We are already 
looking forward to your support for next 
year! For more information, email Julie 
Crain or contact her at 821-7609. 
  
  

  
  

  ---------------------------------- 
   

  
Upcoming Events 

   
  

Greater Raleigh Chamber of 
Commerce: 

2012 Education Summit 
  

 June 7, 2012 
  

Join local education decision makers to 
discuss the revolutionary steps North 
Carolina must take now to improve 
student performance for our future. 
  
Register online here. 
  
  

Hit It Far for Kirby Golf Classic 
  

 June 15, 2012 
  
The Sixth Annual "Hit It Far for Kirby" Golf 
Classic takes place Friday, June 15 at 
River Ridge in Garner. The morning round 
is full, but there are still spots remaining 
in the afternoon.  The cost is $300 per 
team and the deadline to register is June 
13. 

In Their Words  
 Why The Partnership Matters 

  
From time to time, people will graciously 
drop us a line telling us why the 
Partnership matters to them. For those of 
you who have done so, many thanks. 
   
To get a fuller idea of what it is we do, we 
encourage you to visit our site where you 
can learn more about our work with Wake 
County's schools.  
  
Don't be shy. Send us an email letting us 
know why the Partnership's work matters 
to you. We sincerely appreciate the 
support.  
  
"This Teacher Leadership Grant means the 
world to us, for we wouldn't be able to have 
these opportunities without the generosity 
of the companies that donate money! Our 
school teaches over 900 students and this 
will impact them and future students for 
years to come! Thank you for supporting 
our school!"  
  
Heather Callaghan 
Fifth Grade Teacher 
Olive Chapel Elementary School 
  
  
-------------------------------------- 

   
Partnership Connections   

  
Wake Education Partnership is pleased to 
work with local businesses, the school 
system and a wide variety of groups in 
different ways that focus on the education 
of children and their families. 
  
Below are some recent highlights:    

• Many thanks to the members of 
local area chambers who took the 
time to participate in recent focus 
group discussions as part of the 
school district's magnet school 
program review. The comments 
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Hit It Far for Kirby raises funds to support 
teachers of autistic children.  Proceeds 
support the Partnership's Teacher 
Leadership Grants program.  For more 
information about this tournament, 
contact Blake Roberson at 919-924-3458 
or therobersons@nc.rr.com.  
  
  

--------------------------------------- 
  

  
  

Our Cornerstone Investors   
  
The following have invested in the work of 
the Partnership at $10,000 and above. 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank them and want you to know 
who they are.   

  
AT&T 

Bank of America 
BB&T 

Biogen Idec Foundation 
Capitol Broadcasting Company 

GlaxoSmithKline 
Golden Corral 

Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce 
IBM 

Lifetouch 
MMI Public Relations  

 News & Observer 
Progress Energy 

PNC Bank 
Rex Healthcare 

SAS 
SunTrust Bank  

Time Warner Cable 
Wells Fargo 

  
 

from the meetings will be 
forwarded directly to the district's 
senior leadership team once the 
Partnership's final focus group 
meeting is held June 4.  

• Thanks to Rex Hospital for inviting 
the Partnership as its guest at the 
recent Elected Officials Reception 
hosted by the Cary Chamber of 
Commerce and held at the Cary 
Arts Center.  

• As Steve noted in his column, IBM 
Interactive conducted a full-day 
workshop with the Partnership 
staff as we get ready to launch a 
new social media campaign. 
Thanks also to MMI Public 
Relations for sending two staff 
members to the workshop. We 
expect to work with both of them 
as we continue to improve our 
outreach to you. 

Working with a wide range of groups is 
part of Who We Are and What We 
Do, giving us us an opportunity to learn 
more about the needs of the district and 
to make sure the perspectives of local 
businesses are well represented in 
discussions at all levels. 
  

  
 

 

   

By the numbers... 

A measure of Wake County schools   
  
  

The Wake school board and senior administrators have started to discuss possible 
changes to the district's magnet school offerings for next year. The discussion includes 
an online survey through June 15 that is open to the public. 
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The board is expected to decide by late summer if any changes will be made for 2013-
2014. This seems like a good time to offer a snapshot of the current magnet 
program as listed in the system's "Fast Facts" magnet page. 
   
Number of magnet schools: 33 
Magnet schools as a percent of all schools: 20 percent 
Magnet enrollment as percent of total district enrollment: 21 percent 
Total student enrollment in magnet schools: 29,593 
Number of magnet applicant students: 11,379 
Average capacity of magnet schools: 97 percent 
  
Source: WCPSS 
  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
  

Please contact our staff at 821.7609 if you have any questions about our work or if 
you wish to find out how you can invest in public education through the Partnership. If 
you like what you see here or at our web site, please encourage your friends and 
colleagues to join our mailing list. It costs nothing to receive Partnership materials. 
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