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A Message From   
Our President  
   
On November 8, voters 
went to the polls in a 
run-off election for the 
District 3 Board of 
Education seat.  
Congratulations to Kevin 

Hill on his election as he joins Susan 
Evans, Debra Goldman, Christine 
Kushner, Chris Malone, Jim Martin, 
Deborah Prickett, Keith Sutton and John 
Tedesco in providing leadership for our 
school system. 
  
I know there will be challenging times 
ahead as the Board faces enrollment 
growth, school construction requirements, 
operating and capital budget needs and 
other issues. But there will also be great 
opportunities to take innovative steps 
toward improving the academic success of 
all students in Wake County.  
   
I want to thank SAS, NC State University 
and the Greater Raleigh Chamber of 
Commerce for hosting the forum on 
November 1 entitled "Building a Culture of 
Innovation through Education." 
  
The speakers were outstanding and the 
challenge was clear that we need to create 
a school culture inclusive of academics, 
creativity, collaboration, critical thinking 
and communication. It was great to hear 
from former Florida Governor Jeb Bush 
regarding the education reform initiatives 
launched in his state, Sir Ken Robinson 
speaking about creative learning and other 
distinguished members of the 
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government, business and education 
communities. 
  
On November 7, I joined eight 
representatives from Wake County who 
were invited by the Institute for a 
Competitive Workforce (U.S. Chamber) to 
a regional education retreat in New 
Orleans. The retreat was designed to 
convene education leaders from 
throughout the country to share ideas and 
strategies on how we can make our 
system the best in the world again. 
  
Our delegation included Superintendent 
Tony Tata, business leaders, non-profit 
leaders and university faculty. I'm proud 
to say that our initiatives to improve 
academic performance were highlighted 
during the breakout sessions and we came 
away with an even stronger desire to 
provide a world-class educational system 
for our students. 
  
In one of my breakout groups, a 
representative from the school system in 
Charleston, SC, spoke glowingly about a 
new leadership program for students 
being implemented in their system which 
is patterned after "The Leader in Me" 
program at A.B. Combs Elementary in 
Raleigh. It's rewarding to be recognized as 
a leader in "best educational practices" 
that deliver results. 
  
You should be well aware by now that the 
parent and community outreach for the 
new school choice assignment plan is in 
full swing. I'm pleased to report that Wake 
Education Partnership is taking an active 
role in reaching out to chambers of 
commerce, non-profit organizations, faith-
based communities and leaders in the 
Hispanic community. (See other items in 
this newsletter.) 
  
The goal is to ensure parents are fully 
aware of the school choices available to 
their children and the process for applying 
to schools. I  encourage us all to work 
together to ensure a successful launch of 
the new plan in the 2012-13 school year.  

Several of the Partnership's Cornerstone 
Investors recently agreed to make their 
investments before year end. This is 
greatly appreciated and we highlight three 
of them for you now. 

  

   
  
Supporting the Partnership since 1995, 
and now in its third year as a Cornerstone 
Investor, Capitol Broadcasting Company 
is well known for its long-term 
commitment to serving Triangle area 
communities. Its community involvement 
is broad and diverse and we are grateful 
for CBC's support of Wake Education 
Partnership's work to assure world-class 
public schools in Wake County. Thank 
you, CBC! 
  

  
The Greater Raleigh Chamber of 
Commerce has been an investor with the 
Partnership since 1995 and a Cornerstone 
Investor since 1998.  The Partnership's 
work throughout Wake County is 
enhanced by our relationships with the 12 
chambers and we greatly appreciate the 
Greater Raleigh Chamber's strong 
commitment to our mission of promoting 
the economic health of Wake County 
through excellence in public 
education. Steve Parrott serves on the 
Raleigh Chamber's Board of Directors and 
Education Committee and Fran Carruthers 
serves on the Executive Women's Task 
Force. The Partnership benefits from the 
leadership of Harvey Schmitt on our 
Leadership Council. Kudos to the Greater 
Raleigh Chamber of Commerce!  
  

  
Progress Energy's investment with the 
Partnership began 17 years ago as a 
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 Teacher Leadership Grants 

   
2010-2011 Grant Outcomes 

  
   This month we continue to 

highlight outcomes from the 2010-2011 
Teacher Leadership Grants.   

    
Making Data Work: Improving 

Teaching and Student Achievement 
   

At Swift Creek Elementary, Susan Rhodes' 
grant provided time for teachers to meet 
in multiple half-day Professional Learning 
Team sessions.  
  
These sessions focused on identifying and 
implementing best practices.  At each 
meeting, student data was reviewed and 
teachers developed intervention and 
enrichment strategies. 
  
Survey data show that such an approach 
produces substantial increases in the 
ability of Professional Learning Teams to 
identify more effective instructional 
strategies and improve teaching and 
student outcomes. 
  
Teacher Leadership Grants are designed to 
promote effective teaching and improve 
student achievement through professional 
learning communities and instructional 
innovation.   
  
You can support Teacher Leadership 
Grants with an investment in this 
program.  For more information, email 
Julie Crain or contact her at 821-7609. 
  
  

Cornerstone Investor and they still 
maintain that level today. Supporting 
public education initiatives in Wake 
County is one of the main ways that 
Progress Energy makes our community a 
stronger and more desirable place to live 
and work. We are grateful that they 
choose to invest with the Partnership in 
support of our ongoing work for the 
highest quality and highest standards for 
our public schools and students. And 
joining the corporate investment from 
Progress Energy are their employees who 
invest with the Partnership through their 
workplace giving program. We thank 
these individuals for their personal 
support! Special thanks to the leadership 
provided by Leadership Council member 
Rodney Gaddy and Director Marty 
Clayton. We salute and thank Progress 
Energy!  
  

----------------------------------- 

 
  

Assignment Plan  
Outreach Efforts Underway 

   
Outreach efforts for the new school choice 
student assignment plan for 2012-2013 
are now well underway. 
  
Families of all current students received 
letters last week informing them of their 
schools for 2012-2013. The letters gave 
families their assignments for next year 
assuming they wish to remain where they 
are or accept the automatic feeder 
pattern offerings for those scheduled to 
move on to middle school or high school. 
  
The letters address the first -- and in 
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  ---------------------------------- 

  
Upcoming Events 

   
Magnet School Open Houses 

  
Numerous magnet schools are offering 
Open House visitations during November 
and December.  You can find a full listing 
of these on this WCPSS website.  These 
lead up the the magnet school application 
period.  
  

Student Assignment  
Information Sessions 

  
WCPSS is offering a series of parent 
information sessions across the county 
designed to walk parents through the new 
Choice Student Assignment Plan.  A full 
listing of these sessions can be found 
here.  Many will be hosted by community  
organizations.    
  

--------------------------------------- 

  
Partnership Continues 

 Education and Outreach  
   

Wake Education Partnership was recently 
invited to participate in several events and 
discussions throughout Wake County 
and outside the district as a presenter 
of overview information and informed 
analysis. 
  
As part of the outreach efforts involving 
the new student assignment plan, Vice 
President of Communications Tim 
Simmons met with staff members at the 
Wake Boys & Girls Club to explain the 
plan's highlights and distribute material. 
  
A similar meeting was held with the staff 
of Communities in Schools at Wake 
County and separately with 

some ways most important -- rule of the 
new plans for parents. If you are happy 
with your current assignment or new 
feeder patterns, you do not need to do 
anything. Your assignments in those 
schools are automatic. 
  
Incoming kindergarten students and 
those who not wish to remain at their 
current schools will need to participate in 
one of the upcoming school choice 
selection periods. 
  
Aside from the obvious differences 
involving choice and the end of annual 
reassignments, one of the biggest 
changes involves when parents must 
register and enroll their children.  
  
Magnet applications for 2012-2013 will be 
accepted online from Dec. 5 to Dec. 19. 
The first application period for non-
magnet seats will be Jan. 17 to Feb. 24. 
  
To learn more about the plan, visit the 
district's newly redesigned assignment  
web site.  
  
The Partnership was a key player in 
creating the framework of the proposal 
that eventually became the student 
assignment plan and we are also involved 
in outreach efforts. 
  
We would like to thank other education 
non-profits working with us such as the 
Wake Boys & Girls Club, Communities in 
Schools of Wake County, YMCA of 
the Triangle Area, Wake County Smart 
Start and the East Wake Education 
Foundation. The goal is to inform all 
families of the changes for the coming 
year. 
  
If you have questions about the 
Partnership's involvement, please contact 
Tim Simmons at 919.821.7609. 
  
To see a listing of all parent information 
sessions currently hosted by the school 
district through December, visit the 
district's web site.   
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the organization's governing board. 
   
The Partnership also arranged for material 
to be distributed to the members of 51 
churches that are part of the Wake 
Missionary Baptist Association. 
  
In each case, the goal is to help get the 
message of the new school choice plan to  
families that are sometimes missed in 
general school district communications. 
  
The Partnership would like to thank the 
PTA of Brooks Museum Magnet 
Elementary School for inviting us to 
discuss assignment issues. 
  
Thank you to Students for Ed Reform, 
which is part of the Roosevelt Institute 
at UNC-CH, for inviting us to present to 
them. In addition to providing a brief 
historical overview of assignment in Wake, 
Simmons was part of  panel discussion 
there that included parent activist and 
blogger Neil Riemann and Terry Stoops of 
the John Locke Foundation. 
  
As mentioned in the opening column, 
Steve Parrott was part of a small group 
of Wake representatives who traveled to 
New Orleans this month as part of a U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce event on creating 
a competitive workforce. 
  
Such events give us an opportunity to 
both learn and make sure the perspective 
of our local businesses are well 
represented in discussions at all levels. 
  
Please contact us today if you would like to 
learn more about an issue involving the 
education of Wake County's students.  
  

------------------------------------------------------ 

Our Cornerstone Investors   
  
  The following have invested in the work 
of the Partnership at $10,000 and above. 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank them and want you to know 
who they are.  
  

  
------------------------------------- 

 In Their Words: 
Why The Partnership Matters   

  
  
From time to time, people will graciously 
drop us a line telling us why the 
Partnership matters to them. For those of 
you who have done so, many thanks. 
  
To get a fuller idea of what it is we 
do, we encourage you to visit our site 
where you can learn more about our work 
with Wake County's schools. 
  
Don't be shy. Send us an email letting us 
know why the Partnership's work matters 
to you. We sincerely appreciate the 
support. 
  
"Wake Education Partnership is a first rate 
organization that sincerely cares about 
our kids and the teachers, who are the 
backbone of the public school system in 
Wake County. My experience receiving 
the Teacher Leadership Grant and the 
accolade was a re-energizing validation of 
my work." 
  
Diane New  
Pines Drive Elementary   
  

----------------------------------  
  
  

   
In Context  

  
  
An independent review of school issues 
for business leaders, elected officials and 
the education community in Wake 
County.  

  
Provided free by Wake Education 

Partnership 
  

Read / Subscribe / Archives   
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By the numbers... 

  
A monthly snapshot of the nation's 18th largest school district 

    
Earlier this month, the head of facilities for Wake's public schools and the chief finance 
officer for the county reviewed the district's future capacity needs and the county's 
financing options.  
  
Presented to a meeting of Partnership directors, the review coincides with discussions 
by school and county leaders about when to put a new school bond referendum on the 
ballot.   
  
While no decision has been made on the timing of the request, the charts presented 
below offer a good idea of the need. Each chart shows the approximate date when 
enrollment growth is predicted to exceed capacity.  
  
Two key points to understand in the graphs is that it takes two to five years to open a 
new school once voters approve funding. The charts also assume every seat is filled, 
which rarely happens due to uneven population growth. That means some schools will 
exceed capacity sooner than the charts indicate while others still have empty seats. 
  
As shown below, the first grade span to run out of seats districtwide will be the high 
schools somewhere around 2013. Elementary school seats will be the next to run 
out about 2014. Middle school seats will be exhausted about 2017. 
  

High Schools 
  



 
  

Elementary Schools 
  

 
  

Middle Schools 
  



 
  

 -------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

Please contact our staff at 821.7609 if you have any questions about our work or if 
you wish to find out how you can invest in public education through the Partnership.  
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