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A Message From   

Our President  
   
Welcome to the monthly 
newsletter of Wake 
Education Partnership. 

Having just joined the Partnership as its 
newest president on September 20, I 
would like to introduce myself and share a 
couple of thoughts about public education 
in Wake County. 
  
After retiring from a 32 year career in the 
corporate sector with Sprint and Embarq 
serving most recently as Sr. State 
Executive for the Mid-Atlantic states, I 
was given the opportunity to join the 
Partnership and lead a group of 
individuals who share my passion for 
public education.   
  
My family and I have lived in Raleigh since 
1993 and my children (Melissa/Travis) 
were fortunate to have received a 
wonderful education in Wake's public 
schools.  My wife (Judy) is a teacher 
having taught pre-school music in Wake 
County for the past 17 years.  My sister 
and brother-in-law are retired public 
school teachers and my sister-in-law 
teaches pre-K classes in the public school 
system in Bristol, VA.   
  
I have previously served on the NC 
Business Committee for Education (under 
Governor Hunt) and I currently serve on 
the NC Community College Foundation 
Board and was recently appointed by 
Governor Perdue to the eLearning 
Commission focused on providing 
connectivity and shared services to the K-
20 educational system in North Carolina.  
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Welcome! We hope you find the 
information and links in this publication 

helpful. To find out more about us: 
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Meet Our Investors  

  
Rotary Club of the Capital City   
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You can rest assured that I am a strong 
advocate for improving the learning 
experience for all children in our county 
and the state!  
  
While the Partnership is very busy working 
with consultant Michael Alves and the 
Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce on 
a proposed new student assignment plan 
for submission to the School Board in 
early 2011, please know that we are also 
focused on other initiatives to promote 
world-class standards and resources for 
our public schools.  
  
The Partnership is currently performing an 
inventory to identify other education non-
profits in Wake County who we can 
collaborate with on promoting "best 
practices" in our classrooms and 
professional development for our school 
administrators and teachers.  
  
We are also partnering with chambers of 
commerce throughout Wake County to 
conduct educational forums that will 
enable the business community, elected 
officials, school leaders and parents to 
enjoy a collegial discussion of the 
significant challenges/opportunities that 
exist in our public schools.  
  
The Partnership desires to be an effective 
voice for business in Wake County to meet 
their expectations for skilled 21st century 
workers, to stimulate economic 
development through the delivery of a 
global learning system and to enhance the 
educational quality of life for current and 
future employees and their families.  
  
Thank you for investing in public 
education through Wake Education 
Partnership.  
 

.................................................. 

 
Teacher Leadership Grants  

 

 
Special thanks to the Rotary Club of the 
Capital City for selecting the Partnership 
as the beneficiary of its 21st Annual Golf 
Classic. On October 25, over 400 golfers 
had a great day on the links in support of 
public education. Special thanks to Board 
of Director member Gary Greene, who 
organized the golf tournament. We are 
grateful for the opportunity to 
partner with another community 
organization like the Rotary Club of the 
Capital City, which strengthens both of 
our organizations and presence in the 
community 
  

.................................................. 

2010 "Money Drop" a Big Success 

  
Thank you to the participants who made 
the Partnership's first Money Drop a huge 
success! This 24-hour online fundraiser 
option provided a fun and convenient way 
for supporters to make an investment in 
the work of the Partnership. Over $9000 
was raised and 62% of the participants 
were first-time investors. The Partnership 
provides several ways for our investors to 
show their financial support and Money 
Drop is certainly a successful new option. 
We thank our new investors who join with 
our current investors in helping 
to advance our work of ensuring every 
student in Wake County has a world-class 
school to attend! 

.................................................. 

Our Cornerstone Investors   
  



 
 
Teacher Leadership Grants are designed 
to promote effective teaching and improve 
student achievement through professional 
learning communities and teacher 
leadership.  
 
In October, grant recipient Diane New 
presented progress on her grant to the 
Triangle Leadership Academy Boards of 
Governors and Advisors.  At Forest Pines 
Elementary, teachers are studying data, 
reflecting on effective instructional 
strategies, and examining beliefs about 
race and achievement.  Their goal is to 
create more equitable classrooms and 
address the pesistant racial achievement 
gap.   
 
You can support teachers with an 
investment in this program.  For more 
information, email Julie Crain or contact 
her at 821.7609. 
  

.................................................. 

 

In Context  
 

An independent review of Wake County 
public school issues for business leaders, 

elected officials and the education 
community.  

 
Provided free by Wake Education 

Partnership 
Read / Subscribe 

  
..................................................  

  
Wake Regional Education 

Roundtables  
  
 On October 27, more than 40 individuals 
gathered at Logan's Roadhouse in 
Garner to discuss an approach to student 
assignment known as "controlled choice."  

The following have invested in the work of 
the Partnership at $10,000 and above. 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank them and want you to know 
who they are.  
  

AT&T 
Bank of America 

BB&T 
Capitol Broadcasting Company 

Ethicon 
GlaxoSmithKline 
Golden Corral 

Goodnight Educational Foundation 
Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce 

 IBM 
Lifetouch 

 News & Observer 
Progress Energy 

RBC Bank 
Rex Healthcare 

Rotary Club of the Capital City 
SAS 

SunTrust Bank 
Time Warner Cable 

Triangle Community Foundation 
Wachovia 

.................................................. 

Investing in Education is the  
Building Block to Success  

  
As a 501(c)3 non-profit organization, 
Wake Education Partnership has been 
providing a voice for the community on 
public education issues for 28 years. This 
long and important history has been 
possible solely from the 
financial investment of corporations, 
businesses and individuals in our 
community. Please consider joining those 
who support our Strategic Initiatives to 
provide world-class education in Wake 
County. We thank you and appreciate 
your investment and your belief in the 
work of the Partnership. Together we will 
create a community with world-class 
graduates, employers, employees and 
future leaders! 
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An overview of the topic, as well as the 
presentation, can be found here. 

  

  
  

.................................................. 

  
Upcoming Events 

  
Nov. 15, 16, 18 and 22 - 6:30-8:30 pm 
WCPSS Community Workshops on 2011-
2013 Student Assignment Process    
  
You may register online, and on-site 
registration the night of the event will begin at 
6 p.m.  
  
School administrators will provide a brief 
introduction to 2011-12 school assignment 
issues.  Participants will take part in small 
group discussions hosted by WCPSS Growth 
and Planning staff focused on the assignment 
plan for Walnut Creek Elementary; 
overcrowding concerns for schools projected to 
be at or above 112 percent crowding; and 
Traditional Calendar changes for 2011-12.  
  
The information gathered will be used in 
developing a proposal for review and approval 
by the Wake County Board of Education. 
  
   

November 16 - 1:00 pm 
Board of Education Work Session  
  

November 17 - 5:00 pm 
WCPSS Board of Education Finance Committee 
Meeting  
  

November 24 - 26 
WCPSS Trad. Calendar Thanksgiving Break 
   

November 25-26 
WCPSS YR Calendar Thanksgiving Break 
   

November 30 - 11:30 am 
Board of Education Student Assignment 
Committee Meeting  
  

 
.................................................. 

  
About 500 business leaders and 
educators attend Partnership's 

2010 Annual Meeting  
 
Closing the global achievement gap and 
recognizing the efforts of those 
who support public schools highlighted 
the 27th Annual Meeting of Wake 
Education Partnership on October 14. 
 
About 500 business leaders, educators 
and elected officials attended the event on 
the campus of NC State University 
where keynote speaker Tony Wagner  
spoke about the urgent need to equip 
students with the survival skills needed in 
a global economy. 
  
"Content matters, but we need to pare 
down the curriculum and leave room for 
more application," said Wagner, an author 
and co-director of the Change Leadership 
Group at the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education. "The world doesn't care what 
you know. The world cares what you can 
do with what you know." 
 
Video of the keynote address and 
presentation slides can be found on our 
web site. 
  
In addition to Wagner's address, Wake 
commissioner and long-time schools 
supporter Betty Lou Ward received the 
2010 Vernon Malone Friend of Education 
Award for her efforts to improve Wake 
County's schools through the years. Ward, 
a commissioner since 1988, was selected 
by past recipients of the Friend of 
Education award. 
 
The Partnership also introduced four new 
members of its Board of Directors. Joining 
the non-profit for three-year terms are: 
Scott Duda of Cherry, Bekaert & Holland 
of Raleigh; Don Stroud of Hartsfield & 
Nash Insurance Agency in Wake Forest; 
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December 2 - 4:30 pm 
Board of Education Economically 
Disadvantaged Student Performance Task 
Force Meeting  

  
  

 

Walter Tippett of Ragsdale Liggett in 
Raleigh; and Sharon Williams of LORD 
Corp. in Cary. 

 

 

 Partnership to offer input on student assignment plan 
 
Wake Education Partnership and the Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce 
announced in September that they have hired an education consultant to help provide 
input on a new student assignment plan for the school district. 
 
The proposal, based on an approach known as "controlled choice," uses the guiding 
principles of choice, proximity, stability and student achievement. Details of the 
project, including a video of the announcement and the most recent presentations, 
can be found here. 
 
...................................................................................................................... 

Public School Forum warns of dire budget cuts next year  
  

A prominent statewide education group, the North Carolina Public School Forum, has 
released an analysis suggesting North Carolina could rank last in the country in school 
spending if the General Assembly approves some of the budget cuts currently being 
considered. 
  
Titled Race to the Bottom, the report reviews the potential effect on classrooms if cuts 
of 5 percent, 10 percent or 15 percent - the levels now being considered - were 
enacted. In short, spending would drop between $250 and $800 per student. The cuts 
could be the worst schools have faced since the Great Depression, according to the 
report. 
...................................................................................................................... 

Wake libraries add e-books  
 
The Wake County Public Library system has shifted a portion of its budget to build a 
new e-book collection that card holders can download directly from the library's 
website to their computers or e-book readers, such as the Nook or Sony Reader. 

The county's collection has 154 titles so far, with 770 e-book copies available. Half of 
the digital books have been checked out since the collection was released.  Read more 
in a recent News & Observer article. 
...................................................................................................................... 
Please contact our staff at 821.7609 if you have any questions about our work or if 
you wish to find out how you can invest in public education through the Partnership.  
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