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 A Message from Partnership 

President Steve Parrott  
 
In a recent article written by Jeff 
Edmondson of Strive Network and Nancy 
L. Zimpher of State University of New 
York, the pair talk about the "new civic 
infrastructure" and the "how-to of 
collective impact."
 
The specific question they address: "In 
this challenging economy where new 
resources are scarce, how do we make 
critical improvements so that we get a 
better return on our current investment?" 
 
Leaders in the business community, 
economic developers, industrial recruiters 
and elected officials point to education as 
the most important engine of individual 
opportunity and economic growth. 
 
A simple definition of collective impact 
offered by John Kania and Mark Kramer is 
"the commitment of a group of important 
actors from different sectors to a common 
agenda for solving a specific social 
problem."
 
By working arm-in-arm with education 
systems from early childhood to higher 
education and using data as a constructive 
tool to improve, as opposed to a tool to 
pick winners and losers, we can begin to 
leverage precious resources to get the 
improved results we all so desire.
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Welcome! We hope you find the 
information and links in this publication 

helpful. To find out more about us:
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

..................................................

Page 1 of 6News About Wake Education Partnership

11/12/2012https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1110659...



 
Wake Education Partnership has embraced 
the collective impact process in our 
strategic plan. Two initiatives we have 
launched will leverage the power of 
public/private collaboration.
 
Wake Education Resource Collaborative 
will bring together leaders from the 
educational non-profit sector, Wake 
County public schools, and business 
leaders to address how we can more 
effectively deploy resources at our 
disposal, regardless of the source, to 
improve outcomes for children.
 
Our College Advisory Council will bring 
together leaders from each local college 
and university located in Wake County 
plus leaders from the business sector, 
economic development sector and Wake 
County public schools. 
 
The Council will meet semi-annually to 
discuss current topics and strategies that 
can lead to collaborative solutions and 
programs for enhancing student 
development and academic achievement.
 
Data and accountability will be at the 
forefront of our collective efforts to inform 
the decisions we make.  The final result of 
our work, and the yardstick by which this 
new civic infrastructure is measured, is the 
social return on investment. 
 
C. Steve Parrott

 
------------------------------------------

Upcoming Events
  

2012-13 WCPSS Principal and 
Assistant Principal of the Year 

Awards Banquet
 

October 11, 2012
  
WCPSS will present the 2012-13 Principal 
and Assistant Principal of the Year awards 
on October 11, 2012 at 6:30 PM at 
Marbles Kids Museum.  

 

 

 
 Register today online!

 

Moderated by WRAL anchor Gerald 
Owens, the 2012 Summit will focus on 
the new Common Core classroom 
standards, including remarks by Brett 
Carter, state president of Duke Energy; 
top state and local educators, and a live 
classroom lesson taught by 2012 Wake 
County Teacher of the Year Lauren 
Brooks. The summit will also include 
the presentation of the 2012 Vernon 
Malone Friend of Education Award. 
 
We hope you'll join us! 
 
Click here to register today for individual 
seats or full tables. 
 
Event sponsorships are available.  More 
information is available here.
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The Heritage Calendar: Celebrating 

the North Carolina African-
American Experience

 
An event to mark the unveling of the 2013 
Heritage Calendar project honoring men 
and women of all races who have made a 
lasting difference in the lives of North 
Carolinians will be held at 7 pm, October 
24th, in Memorial Auditorium at the 
Progress Energy Center for the Performing 
Arts in Raleigh. In addition to a printed 
calendar, the event will highlight a project 
that includes online resources and lesson 
plans written by teachers for use with 
students of all ages. The Heritage 
Calendar is presented by AT&T along 
with the state Department of Public 
Instruction, The News & Observer, Capitol 
Broadcasting Company/WRAL-TV, and The 
School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications at UNC-Chapel Hill. The 
online invitation can be found here. 
 

---------------------------------------

 
 

Our Cornerstone Investors  
 

The following have invested in the work of 
the Partnership at $10,000 and above. 
We would like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank them and want you to know 
who they are.  

 
AT&T

Bank of America
BB&T

Biogen Idec Foundation
Capitol Broadcasting Company

Duke Raleigh Hospital
GlaxoSmithKline
Golden Corral

Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce
IBM

Lifetouch
MMI Public Relations 

 News & Observer
Progress Energy

PNC Bank
Rex Healthcare

SAS
SunTrust Bank 

 
You may also contact Fran Carruthers: 
fcarruthers@wakeedpartnership.org
919.921.7609 x130
 
  

Why the Common Core 
Makes Common Sense

 
October 30, 2012

7:30-10:00 AM
Cary Embassy Suites

 
 

---------------------------------------
 

 Meet Our Investors
 

 
Guest Columnist 

 
Don Esposito

General Counsel
Rex Healthcare 

 

Don Esposito

 
Rex Healthcare, along with many other 
leading businesses in Wake County, is 
invested in education initiatives because 
we want to help our children become the 
future employees and leaders our 
community needs and deserves. Quality 
public schools also play a key role in 
attracting people from other parts to our 
area. 
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Time Warner Cable
WakeMed

Wells Fargo
 
 

-------------------------------

  

Partnership Connections 
 

Wake Education Partnership is pleased to 
work with local businesses, the school 
system and a wide variety of groups in 
different ways that focus on the education 
of children and their families. Below are 
some recent highlights and a thank you 
to:   

The WCPSS group WAKE Up and 
Read! The initiative is focused on 
increasing the number of incoming 
kindergartners who recognize 
various print concepts and 
ultimately, increasing the number of 
students reading on grade level by 
the end of third grade. Vice 
President of Programs Julie Crain 
and Vice President of 
Communications Tim Simmons are 
both members of the initiative.

•

All five Wake County commission 
candidates who participated in the 
2012 Leadership Institute hosted by 
the Partnership. The candidates met 
for a half day with senior staff 
members of the school district and 
county to discuss funding needs and 
academic issues facing the school 
district.

•

The Cary Chamber of Commerce, 
which hosted VP of Communications 
Tim Simmons at the September 
meeting of the Chamber's Education 
Committee.  Tim provided the 
committee with an overview of 
changes proposed in the new 
student assignment plan.  

•

Dr. Ron Thorpe, President and CEO 
of the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards, 
who met with Partnership staff to 
discuss the new efforts underway 
at the National Board.

•

The community groups of Read and 
Feed, Reach Out and Read, 
Knightdale 100, East Wake 

•

 
My mom was a Forsyth County public 
school teacher for 20 years and I attended 
the same school system.  Now I'm a 
parent of three Wake County public school 
children. I've always had an interest in 
education so when I joined Rex 
Healthcare in 2006, I was excited to blend 
my personal interests with something in 
which my employer was also engaged. 
 
Not only is Rex dedicated to and chosen 
for excellence in healthcare, but we also 
take that commitment to excellence 
beyond the hospital walls. In 2010, Rex 
Healthcare spent more than $82 million to 
improve the overall health of our 
community in the areas of healthcare, 
wellness, education and more. Rex is 
devoted to being an outstanding corporate 
citizen by supporting education, the arts 
and other important initiatives. That is 
why Rex is proud to be involved with 
Wake Education Partnership. 
 
Rex Healthcare is known in the healthcare 
industry for excellence, and we are 
committed to earning the same reputation 
in education. Learning Elite recognized 
Rex as one of the best organizations for 
learning and development nationally. We 
support this achievement into the 
community and want to ensure our 
students have the tools for excellence in 
the classroom. Local corporations play a 
big role in helping the public school 
system become world-class and ensuring 
the schools and students are aware of the 
needs of the business community. 
 
Rex is actively engaged in directly 
teaching students throughout the area.   
Our nurses, physicians and clinicians visit 
dozens of Wake County schools each year 
to participate in career days and health 
education events.  If our co-workers can 
serve as a positive example and motivate 
just a few students to enter the medical 
field I know we will have made a positive 
impact on these students and our 
community.
 
The efforts of Wake Education Partnership 
enable public schools to achieve 
excellence. Together with Wake Education 
Partnership, Rex is committed to 
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Education Foundation, Knightdale 
Mayor Russell Killen, Wake Stone 
VP of Finance Tom Oxholm, Rex 
Hospital  and school district 
leaders for coming together to bring 
a new literacy program to Knightdale 
Elementary school. The Partnership 
is pleased to play a coordinating role 
in this effort. Watch for more details 
when the program launches in early 
October. 

 
Working with and representing the 
business community in a wide range of 
activities is part of Who We Are and What 
We Do. It gives us an opportunity to learn 
more about the needs of the district and to 
make sure the perspectives of local 
businesses are well represented in 
discussions at all levels. We thank you for 
supporting an organization that can carry 
out this work.
 
 

-------------------------------------
 
  

In Context 
 

An independent review of school issues for 
business leaders, elected officials and the 
education community in Wake County.  

   
Provided free by Wake Education 

Partnership
 

 Read / Subscribe   
 
 

   
 
 

achieving this mission. Our shared 
success brings excellence to the education 
our students must have in order to 
become the leaders of tomorrow. 
 
 
Don Esposito
 
General Counsel
Rex Healthcare

--------------------------------------
 
 
   

In Their Words 
 Why The Partnership Matters

 
From time to time, people will graciously 
drop us a line telling us why the 
Partnership matters to them. For those of 
you who have done so, many thanks.
  
To get a fuller idea of what it is we do, we 
encourage you to visit our site where you 
can learn more about our work with Wake 
County's schools. 
 
Don't be shy. Send us an email letting us 
know why the Partnership's work matters 
to you. We sincerely appreciate the 
support. 
 
"We were delighted to host the Wake 
Education Partnership Leadership Council. 
Wake Education Partnership provides 
immense value to our community by 
enriching our children's public education 
experience, and those efforts directly 
benefit our local economy." 

 
Bob Hatley
President and CEO
Paragon Commercial Bank
 

 
 
  

 

By the numbers...
A measure of Wake County schools 
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The beginning of the traditional school year also marks the beginning of the season 
when waves of test scores roll in from the preceding year. An overview of end-of-grade 
and end-of-course results can be found here.  The most recent round of SAT college-
entrance exam scores were released this week. A look at those scores offers the 
following snapshot.
 

  
 2011-2012 2010-2011 Change
 Reading Math Writing Total Reading Math Writing Total  

Wake 520 543 502 1565 521 544 503 1568 -3
NC 491 506 472 1469 493 508 474 1475 -6
US 496 514 488 1498 497 514 489 1500 -2

  
Click here to see the district's release showing how Wake compared to other school 
systems in the state and here for files that show every school in the state.

    
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

 
 

Please contact our staff at 821.7609 if you have any questions about our work or if you 
wish to find out how you can invest in public education through the Partnership. If you 
like what you see here or at our web site, please encourage your friends and 
colleagues to join our mailing list. It costs nothing to receive Partnership materials. 
 

Forward email

 

 
This email was sent to tsimmons@wakeedpartnership.org by tsimmons@wakeedpartnership.org |   
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Wake Education Partnership | 706 Hillsborough St, Suite A | Raleigh | NC | 27603
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